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The paper presents the main facts regarding the pollution, in general, and with sulphur oxides, 
especially, the dangers of the pollution for environment and health as well as the amount of the 
pollution in millions of tons per year due to the maritime navigation, for every of the main toxic gases 
released in the atmosphere. It presents also the nowadays’ valid international standards and regulations 
issued by the International Maritime Organization resulted through the broadening of the previous 
MARPOL International Conventions for the Prevention of Maritime Pollution. 

The paper shows the particularities of the management of the ports in both countries: Latvia and 
Lithuania.  

The model used in the paper on which this is based upon “Interactions among major players using 
Advocacy Coalition Framework” has been developed by Y. Zhang, work to which is pointed to, in the 
References of the paper. This model used comprises the interactions between government and the 
subject industry in finding decisions to reduce toxic emissions in the navigation sector. The subject model 
comprises five management tools: inspection on sulphur in ships’ fuel, compliant fuel availability in 
ports, usage of remote measuring equipment (sniffers), monetary penalties and the European System for 
monitoring ships and reporting deficiencies: THETIS EU, each of them being thoroughly analyzed and 
detailed in the paper. 

The paper is very useful as descriptive informational material for those interested to receive an idea 
about the international pollution rules and regulations, in general, and about the Latvian and Lithuanian 
regulations, in particular. It is also useful because it shows what are the measures and management tools 
to fight the pollution, in general, and sulphur pollution, especially. It has not a very high originality 
degree, being based on the mentioned model, but it shows how the respective model can be successfully 
implemented in practice with successful results. 

Further on, it brings as an element of novelty the comparison of the systems of port control in both, 
Latvia and Lithuania, showing the strengths and the weaknesses of each system, but it also usefully 
shows that all the five management tools of the model could be improved in order to increase their 
effectiveness and their outcomes. 

Recommendation of the reviewer: Approve and publish the paper  

 


