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The paper “Role of a Mathematics Instructor in Enhancing Student’s Self-Confidence” is an article which intends to 
deal with the self-confidence and anxiety of the students who are involved in the study of mathematics. The article 
is based on a statistical survey intended to assess the self confidence and the anxiety of the students with regard 
to their skills in mathematics. The survey is carried out on a sample of 252 students of Applied Science Private 
University and the questions used in the survey are indicating either confidence or anxiety of the subjects of the 
students attending the survey. The results are then analyzed using statistical tools and key indicators such as: 
mean, standard deviation, correlation coefficients, analysis of variance and t-test. 

The paper sets out to “discuss and investigate forms of pedagogical knowledge of mathematics instructors” based 
only on the respective statistical survey. The methodology of the survey is insufficient and not clearly enough 
explained, in the sense that one cannot know the basis for calculation of the means and standard deviations, since 
no reference to the numbers assigned to answers is made. 

The Introduction of the paper is a general one and it refers only to general concepts pertaining to pedagogy, 
learning process, behavioral theory a.s.o. and is not related to the aim of the paper. For example, the Introduction 
of the article has no reference to the pedagogy of mathematics or to the study of mathematics. The introduction 
does not even contain the word “mathematics” as it necessarily should.  

The English of the paper is rather poor with many errors, such as, in page 2 below: “Behavioral theories are 
inadequate, unsupported but no alternative explanation instead them where they are recently having a 
widespread acceptance”, page 3: brainstorming instead of “brain storms”, page 10: “Moreover lots of programs 
that help in understanding basics and advanced mathematics”: missing verb, “investing time has a vital in raising 
student’s…”, “you can imagine the storm in his brain thinking what he must do better” replace with: “you can 
imagine the storm in the students’ brain thinking what they must do…”. 

The recommendations within the paper are not related with the statistical survey conducted in the paper, they are 
only recommendations with general character. Recommendations should be intended to solve the issues the 
statistical survey reveals. In order to make specific recommendations, the study should be perhaps designed as 
follows: one should have the data of at least two statistical surveys, performed before and after the study of 
mathematics in the university, possibly for different mathematics instructors and the results could thus indicate on 
the confidence, respectively on the anxiety of the students, depending on each instructor’s performance.  

The title of the paper is not consistent with and does not reflect the content of the paper. A better title for the 
paper may be perhaps: “Self confidence and anxiety in the study of mathematics” 

 

Recommendations of the reviewer:  

Introduction of the paper should refer specifically to mathematics and to the particularities of the study of 
mathematics. The theory should be connected with the aim of the paper, data and the statistical survey. Explain 
the basis for the statistical calculations; possibly redesign the statistical study if data are available. 
Recommendations of the paper are to be made in relationship with the results of the statistical analysis of the 
survey. Correct the English of the article. Approve the paper only after serious appropriate revisions! 


