
Constanta Maritime University Annals                                                                     Year XVI, Vol.23 

 

A MOTIVATIONAL LETTER AND SPEECH ABOUT LEARNING AND SCIENCE  

FOR MY DAUGHTER ANDREEA BUT ALSO FOR SOME OF MY STUDENTS 
 

Catalin Silviu Nutu  
 

Constanta Maritime University 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

 The paper aims to realize a motivation for learning and research for those not seeing and not understanding the aim 

and scope of the science. It also analyzes what in the exact sciences happens and what are the exact sciences good for, 

by comparing them with some of the humanistic sciences, mainly related to economics and business, and the goals of 

them. It also shows how important the objectives and their induced forces, acting in one’s life are, in the sense that they 

can somehow attract or repel science, but it also deals with the connection between curiosity, science and money. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

  

 The paper is structured in two parts, where the first 

part provides perspective on the non-productive way to 

approach learning and science, as sought through the 

eyes and personal experience of the author. The second 

part of the paper deals with aspects related to the 

motivation for learning and scientific research, going 

from the inner motivations and objectives of persons. 

 

 

2. MOTIVATIONAL LETTER 

 

2.1 A short history at the beginning 

 

2.2  Motivation for learning and scientific research 

 

 

2.1 A short history at the beginning 

 

All begins with a very personal experience dated 

many years ago.  

Some twenty-two years ago, when I was still a 

student at Politehnica University of Bucharest, one of the 

fields of study I had was the so-called 

“Leistungselektronik”. It seemed, I don’t know anymore 

the reasons, rather boring discipline to study. With that 

mind that I had, I believed that I dislike the professor and 

I will not use the respective information, falsely 

considering it as useless.  

That is why, I haven’t attended the courses and 

when I had to present myself for the examination, after a 

long “white-night” of “learning and preparing” the exam, 

I barely passed the examination.  

It was one of my poorest results as a student, which 

I am not very proud of. 

Nowadays, after 22 years, I need for my present 

work activity, the very same knowledge from the field of 

study of “Leistungselektronik”. What should I do? I will 

revert and I will learn and study the discipline I haven’t 

studied at the proper time. 

So, at present, I rhetorically ask my students: 

“When do you think I had more time and availability to 

study the knowledge I need now? During the student 

time, when I had more time and twenty-two years 

younger neurons in my brain, or now when I have family 

life with wife and daughter?”  

I also say to them: “My dear students, if you don’t 

want to experience what I have experienced, don’t waste 

your time for study during your student-time, and learn 

and study as much as you can, when still at school and 

have the best opportunities for study. Because, if you 

throw away and waste perhaps the most useful period of 

your life, you may later lack the knowledge that you will 

once need and unfortunately you will do not possess. 

You may never know where life brings you and it is very 

probable that some time you will have to use even that 

information and knowledge, which you disregarded 

during your study” 

 

 

2.2 Motivation for learning and scientific research 

 

 To be completely honest, the present paper aimed at 

first much higher, before writed it. It was initially meant 

to be a motivation for the scientific research but it turned 

out to be only a simply motivational letter to my 

daughter, on the one hand because of the presented 

personal history and on the other hand from resons of 

utility of this writing. For those who have an ideea about 

science there is no motivation needed. 

 In addition to this, the interest and passion for study 

and scientific research is a more complex matter than the 

speech for my daughter or my students, reason for which 

I am a too unimportant author, to write about. Therefore 

I leave that priviledge to more experienced scientists 

than me.  

 So, we will remain further to my daugther and 

students, in order to not annoy or upset someone. 

 For the sake of the problem statement, I also say to 

my students, that the choice to study or not, depends 

only on their own personal goals and objectives of their 

life. So, before making this choice, everyone should ask 

himself the question: „What are my main long term 

objectives of my own life? I want to discover and better 

understand the world and life, or I want to get rich and 

make money?  
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 In order to understand the world we live in, I 

represent the opinion that every little thing learned 

throughout the life is usefull and similarly to the Law of 

conservation, in natural sciences, nothing gets lost, 

nothing is unusable for those who seek to understand 

more of the life and world that surrounds us. The author 

is also representing the opinion that all small pieces of 

knowledge, everything learned and studied, marvelously 

connects, combines and joins together and to eachother, 

forming the base of and also fostering our big picture 

and representation to understand and think what happens 

around us, thus helping us to understand a small part of 

the order of things and the miracle of our own world.  

So, in that sense everything we have learned and all 

we know is usefull to apprehend, comprehend and 

understand the world, life and most of the processes 

taking place therein. 

 So, if your goal is to understand what happens 

around you, you may be with sciences in the right place. 

 On the other hand if you choose money, you may be 

wrong with the exact sciences. For money and success in 

running a business there are other „abilities” and 

„capabilities” that should be gained and trained, this time 

less abstract and more applied and practical; but in order 

to be a successful businessman, understanding and study 

of some other humanistic disciplines such as economics, 

psychology a.s.o. is also required. This brings us thus 

back again somehow, this time, to „more usefull and 

digestible sciences”, the humanistic sciences intended 

for the person interested in becoming a succesful 

businessman. Anyhow, this fact stresses the importance 

of all sciences for anybody. 

 Reverting now to the choice of exact sciences 

which is at the same time the choice for a better 

understanding of the world and life, there is a certain 

contradiction between that and the choice of richness and 

money. 

 In fact, in the history of mankind, there were rather 

few examples for scientists, mainly in the capitalist 

system, who get rich from science and it was mainly not 

the science that made them rich, but rather their ability to 

use and apply science for commercial purposes and for 

the needs of the economic life of their times and the 

period afterwards. 

 But as already stated by some other authors in other 

papers and strongly sustained by the author of the 

present paper, the science should be always meant to be 

human and in direct connection and relation with the 

human beings and the unsolved problems of men. 

 Thus, the application of science in the human life 

even though for commercial purposes, may be the most 

useful application of science, made in order to help 

humans to progress and evolve. 

 In this above regard, the benefits of application of 

science for human beings, is in the opinion of the author, 

by far the most important feature of science, exceeding 

by far any other utilities of science, among which is also 

the aforementioned utility of science for those who aim 

to understand the world, life and man. 

 Continuing the ideea of science and money, poor 

and rich, the author makes the observation that the 

science resembles in its both aspects with the facts stated 

in the angler’s curse. 

 The author is of belief that there is also a „science 

curse”, that similarly to angler’s curse, it may sound in 

his opinion  „nobody can have enough from science and 

neither will reach out nor get rich out of science”. 

 For those who don’t know, the angler’s curse says 

that you will never get full from eating fish and the 

angler shall not become rich from practicing the fishing 

activity. 

 The vast majority of the few rich scientists, 

exceptions confirming the rule, were merely interested in 

apply and use their ideas in practice and reality. These 

few rich scientific researchers had either business 

backgrounds or were simply lucky to win money with 

their scientific results. 

 They had in both cases, a certain amount of double-

luck, the luck of discovering new things and the luck of 

earning money out of it. 

 

3. CONCLUSIONS 

 

First conclusion which can be made is that the 

human beings are continuously changing, in very 

variously ways, depending on their lifes and their lifes’ 

needs or change of view occured during their life span. 

No one can know what to expect from life or where the 

one’s life shall carry him on the path of life.  

This is one of the main reasons in order to strive to 

know as much as possible. 

The second reason for learning, studying and 

scientific research is, as it has been shown, the burning 

and perhaps for some people „strange” desire to 

understand the world, or at least the visible part of it, 

through science. 

The third important reason, but in the author’s view 

the most improbable, would be the aim of becoming rich 

from science. This shall require, as previously presented 

the existence of the aforementioned double-luck which is 

the luck for both: science and business. 

Although the main purpose of science is its utility 

for men and should be both, designed and designated to 

help people and to make the human life easier, we 

cannot neglect either the aforementioned eager desire of 

knowing our world and existence or the reality that few 

results are born out of the desire to improve man’s life. 

The obvious fact that on the one hand the man is 

striving to understand the world, sometimes clearly not 

aiming to use or not targeting eventual scientific results 

but only striving to understand things and on the other 

hand the fact that out of his such „unefficiently 

economical” endeavours it results very much of useable 

science and useful applications of science in human life, 

it clearly shows the significant interrelation, highly 

correlation and strong interraction, between the self-

induced need for science of the curious, eager-to-know 

scientist and the numerous commercial, useful science 

applications, for humans. 
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